
Dulce Maria is an excellent student. 
She never misses school and at just 
10-years-old, she is mature beyond her 
years. That’s why it surprised her teacher 
when she had a hard time paying atten-
tion in class and began to rest her head 
on her desk.

Soon it became apparent that 
Dulce Maria was very ill.

“I touched her forehead and she was 
hot to the touch. She said her head and 
throat hurt,” said her teacher, Edna Galicia. 
“But despite her illness, she did not want 
to miss school.”

Dulce Maria lives in a rural area of 
the Guatemalan municipality of San 
Cristóbal Acasaguastlán. During the 
week, her mother works in a nearby town 

processing sugar cane, so she lives with 
her grandmother. But her grandmother 
has no cell phone and the nearest clinic is 
a three hour walk away. Her grandmother 
watched her growing more and more ill, 
but there was nothing she could do.

Finally, her teacher alerted Dr. Mayra 
Franco at the town clinic about Dulce 
Maria’s condition. Dr. Mayra, as she prefers 
to be called, spends most mornings in the 
clinic and then makes “house calls” during 
the afternoons to the citizens living in 
outlying rural areas. So Dr. Mayra made the 
long journey to check on Dulce Maria.

“When I examined her, it was clear 
she was very, very sick.,” says Dr. Mayra. 
“She had a severe case of strep throat that 
had gone untreated for quite a while.”  

Without treatment, strep can turn into 
rheumatic fever, causing long term 
damage to a child’s heart and lungs. 
It is the leading cause of heart damage 
for children in developing countries.

Fortunately, Dr. Mayra had recently 
received pediatric antibiotics from MAP 
International, in partnership with Food 
for the Poor. The antibiotics were exactly 
what she needed to help treat Dulce 
Maria’s condition.

“She started to feel better in just 
a few days,” says her grandmother. “I am 
so very grateful to God and those who 
made it possible for Dulce Maria to 
receive this free medicine,” she says.

“Many of us here are very poor,” she 
continued. “But we love our children and 
want the best lives for them. I am so glad 
that Dulce Marie feels better and can study 
again. She loves school.”

Recently Mayor Jeaneth Ordonoz 
visited Dulce Maria’s school. When the 
children were asked, “Who wants to be 
mayor one day?” Dulce Maria’s hand shot 
up and her eyes sparkled.

Thanks to the antibiotics you helped 
MAP supply, Dulce Maria may one day 
make her dream come true.  ✚
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MAP International is a Christian organization providing 
life-changing medicines and health supplies to people in need. 
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a Gift of Health for 
a Gifted Student

HOW YOUR GENEROSITY HELPS TO SPREAD HOPE

As parishioners filed out of the morning 
church service in Escuintla, Guatemala, 
on a warm June day, some were com-
plaining. Why did they have to keep 
sitting in plastic chairs? 

Their beautiful church had no pews 
and their priest stubbornly refused to add 
them. True, pews would obscure the cross 
mosaic in the floor, but it seemed like a 
small trade off compared to the comfort 
of the parishioners.

Over lunch, families and friends caught 
up on news and enjoyed a long, leisurely 
meal. As was their custom, most would 
return to the church again for an early 
evening service. But when they left the 

restaurant and went out to their cars, they 
were surprised to see a layer of ash all over 
their vehicles.

The nearby Fuego volcano occasional-
ly spewed ash, but not like this. The gritty 
sand-like substance had to be hosed off 
the cars or it would scratch the paint and 
even the windows. On that day there was 
so much of it that It took several attempts 
to get their cars cleaned off so they could 
return to church.

When they went back to church and 
opened the doors they were shocked: The 
entire church was full of people, covered 
in ash and many bleeding from injuries. 
They had fled when the Fuego volcano 
had erupted and sought refuge in the first 
church they found.

More than 430 people were crowded 
into their church, desperately seeking 
shelter and help.

“It took us a moment to understand 
what had happened,” said Maria Claudia 
de Hegel, a member of the church. “Then 
we all went to work, helping people and 
doing what we could.”

They called for medical personnel to 
come to the church to treat the worst 
victims, then they helped the others clean 
the ash off and find new clothes and a 
place to sleep. They lined up mattresses 
on the floor of the church.

“At some point it occurred to us that 
if we had pews in our church we wouldn’t 

have been able to shelter all these people 
and make a place for them to sleep,” said 
Maria. “That was the FIRST MIRACLE!" 

The SECOND MIRACLE occurred 
when Chef Julio Cano arrived at the 
church with a truck full of food. An event 
he was catering had been cancelled due 
to the ash from the volcanic eruption, so 
he brought gourmet meals to feed both 
volcano victims and volunteers.

The next day he returned to help 
organize a kitchen to feed the people. 
And then he quit his job and stayed to 
work free. “We couldn’t believe it,” said 
Maria. “This incredible chef just decided 
to quit his job to help feed the victims 
and the volunteers who were helping.”

A THIRD MIRACLE became 
apparent soon after. The state had 
recently required the church to add 
more bathrooms to accommodate their 
growing congregation. “We thought it 
was ridiculous that we were required to 
have 16 toilets for our church. It seemed 
like such a waste. But thank God we had 
them when all of these people came to 
our church!” said Maria.  In the following 
days a construction company donated 
the labor and materials to build outdoor 
showers, a water holding tank and other 
facilities to help the volcano refugees.

After weeks in the church, the state 
finally opened an official shelter, and the 
people moved out of the church into 
temporary housing, where they remain. 
And to this day, Chef Cano still cooks 
meals for the volunteers who go to the 
shelter daily to help in whatever way 
they can.

Recently a team from MAP Internation-
al delivered Disaster Health Kits (DHKs) to 
the shelter to help provide comfort and 
meet the health needs of the those still 
struggling to recover from the volcano. 
Said Maria, “The volcano is no longer in 
the headlines, but people continue to 
suffer. We are grateful that we are able to 
help them in any way. And we are grateful 
that our faith has grown as God has 
taught us many lessons about faith.” ✚

Lessons 
of Faith in the 

Midst of a 
Diaster
THE FUEGO VOLCANO AND 

HOW GOD USED THE THREE MIRACLES 
TO TEACH LESSONS OF FAITH

Edna Paz, her husband and five children, 
live in a poor rural area of Guatemala. 
Unemployment is high and her husband 
works whenever he can find an odd 
job. Edna feels fortunate to have regular 
employment as a domestic worker. She 
earns about $13/week—the only regular 
income her family can expect.

But recently Edna had to miss work 
and risk losing her job because her 
daughter, Karen, was seriously ill. Just 
six-years-old, Karen loves school and 
continued going to classes even when 
she had a fever. But every day she became 
more ill. Her head hurt and her ear ached 
so much that she cried out in her sleep.

One day she woke up with blood 
coming from her ear. Edna knew Karen 
needed help. But she also knew she didn’t 
have the money to pay for medicine. 
Finally, she hired someone to drive 
her to the closest clinic, nearly an hour 
away, praying she would find help for 
her daughter. She also prayed that she 
wouldn’t lose her job.

At the clinic, Dr. Mayra Franco 
examined Karen. “She had a very serious 
ear infection,” said Dr. Mayra. “Left untreat-
ed she would have likely lost her hearing 
and possibly even her life.”

Fortunately, because of the support of 
friends like you, MAP was able to provide 

pediatric amoxicillin to the clinic for 
patients like Karen.

Edna was thrilled that Karen 
would get help and that the 
medicine was free. “We do not have 
much money,” said Edna. “I love my 
children and want the best for them. 
It was so wonderful to get medicine. 
I thank God and I thank the people 
who made this possible,” she says.

After just four days Karen was fully 
recovered. She was back in school and 
thriving. And Edna was able to return to 
work, a blessing for the entire family.  ✚

God has not Forgotten Us
MEDICINE SHOULD GO TO THE NEEDY, NOT JUST THE WEALTHY

Dulce Maria is happy to feel well again and to be back in school with her friends.

Dulce Maria meets with Mayor Jeaneth Ordonoz.
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Survivors of the Fuego Volcano eruption fill the church in Escintla, Guatemala.

Edna Paz, strokes her Karen’s hair. Both are grateful to have MAP’s antibiotics to help Karen recover from her illness.
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Dear Friend,

If you saw a crying child, would you 
stop to help her? For most of us, the 
answer is, “Of course.”  It’s only natural 
to reach out to a vulnerable child.

When a team from MAP International 
took a trip to Guatemala recently, they 
met doctors who are confronted every 
day with children in need. Yet all too often 
these doctors are unable to help. Said Dr. 
Yusimil Carrazana, a doctor working in 
some of the poorest areas of Guatemala 
City, “It’s heartbreaking to not have medi-
cine to give to a sick child. To watch a child 
continue to suffer is just terrible.”

That’s why MAP International 
is working with partners to bring 
pediatric antibiotics to children who 
either lack access or can’t afford these 
life-saving medicines. 

More than 5,000 children die every 
day from preventable infectious diseases. 
These are the type of illnesses American 
children recover from routinely: strep 
throat, pneumonia, ear infections. But 
sadly, without antibiotics, they can result 
in long-term disabilities or even death 
when left untreated.

In this issue of the newsletter, you’ll 
read some of the inspiring stories of 
children—and families—whose lives 
have been changed by receiving these 
antibiotics. What truly inspires me is the 
potential of these children. One day they 
may grow up to change the world!

You’ll also read about the efforts to 
help the survivors of the Fuego volcano 
and how the MAP Disaster Health Kits that 
may have been packed by your church, 
school or company are now providing 
comfort and meeting health needs.

As the CEO of MAP International, we 
were recently honored with the 2018 
Human Excellence Award by the Hope 
Collaborative at Harvard University for 
our lifelong commitment to helping heal 
children around the world.

I was so touched by these kind words: 
“The 2018 Human Excellence Awards, 
given by the Hope Collaborative, are 
proud and excited to be honoring 
Steven Stirling. Steve sees the potential 
for greatness in every child, especially 
those with serious health needs who 
can easily be overlooked in societies 
without sufficient health care resources,” 
said Kevin Sheehan, Executive Director and 
Co-Founder, Hope Collaborative.

As you may know, because my 
family lacked access to a simple vaccine, 
I contracted polio as a child. While I am 
grateful for the wonderful life God has 
given me, it is more difficult every day 
because I cannot walk without the aid of 
braces and crutches.

I am deeply motivated by my own 
experience and my faith in God. I know 
that every child we save is loved by God 
and has potential to change the world. 

And I am deeply grateful that you 
share that vision and through your 
support, children all over the world are 
experiencing the gift of health. ✚

With deep gratitude,

 Steve Stirling 
President and CEO

If you would like Steve to share his 
story with your church or service club, 

please contact Rebekah Mobley via 
email RMobley@map.org or call her 

at 912-280-6601. 

“MAP provides exactly the sutures I need to perform surgery on medical missions,” said Dr. 

Sam. “I’m so grateful to have these high-quality sutures to use with patients like Chantal.”

Stories like these are why MAP exists—to bring hope and health to children like Chantal who 

otherwise would not have access to medical care. And to equip doctors like Dr. Sam and Dr. 

Tubasiime to treat people in some of the most remote parts of the world.

That’s why we are so grateful to have the support of friends like you. Your donation literally 

saves the lives of children like Chantal, whose families could not afford to pay for medicine or 

medical supplies.

Nearly every day we receive requests from doctors working with patients in some of the 

poorest regions of the world. Like Dr. Sam, they donate their time to serve on medical 

missions, but they need medicine and supplies to treat those in need.

Won’t you take a minute today to help provide the medicines and medical supplies they need 

for their important medical missions?

Your gift allows us to provide sutures, surgical gloves and other supplies for those in 

desperate need of life-saving surgeries. 

I am so very grateful that because of gifts like yours, sutures were available to help save the 

life of little Chantal. But so many more children and adults are waiting for help. 

Will you give a gift today that saves a life tomorrow?

On behalf of Chantal, her family, and the many others who are waiting for help, thank you for 

whatever you can give today.

With gratitude,

Steve Stirling

President and CEO

P.S. Please take a look at the enclosed map that shows all the countries where MAP is 

supplying medicines and medical supplies for medical missions. Then use the response 

card to send your gift to help others like Chantal. Or, if you prefer, give online at 

www.map.org/chantal. 

*Sutures are the sterile surgical material used to hold a wound or incision together.

MAP International

4700 Glynco Parkway

Brunswick, GA 31525

1-800-225-8550 ■  map.orgFor Credit Card Gifts: 

Here is my gift of: $ ______________________________    One time   Monthly

 Visa     MasterCard      Discover     American Express

Please print your name 

as it appears on your credit card: 
 

______________________________________________________________

Account Number: 

Expiration Date: 

 ______________________________
______________________________

 

Cardholder’s Signature (required): ___________________________________________________

Email address:
 

___________________________________________________

 I would like information about including MAP International in my estate plans.

Thank You! Your gift is tax deductible. 

Please charge my:

To give online using your credit card or PayPal go to: www.map.org/refugees

A1808T 

I want to pay by credit card. Here is my information:

Please print your name 

as it appears on your credit card: _______________________________________________________

Account Number: __________________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________

Cardholder’s Signature (required) _______________________________ Security Code: ____________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________

p I want to give a regular gift to MAP International. Please use the credit card information above  

 and schedule a monthly gift in the amount of $______________.

p I authorize my bank to transfer $________________ on the  p 5th or   p 20th of each month.  

 (Please enclose a check marked VOID from your bank account.)

 Signature:____________________________________________

To donate online, using a credit card or PayPal,  

go to www.map.org/chantal.  Questions? Call 1.800.225.8550. 

Thank you! Your gift is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

HURRY! Many are 
waiting on these 

life-saving supplies.

a Letter from the President
STEVE STIRLING  /  PRESIDENT & CEO
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Global Programs Update

MAP’s Global Programs 
In 2016, MAP’s community health development work reached more than 1.5 
million children and families in Bolivia, Kenya, Cote d’Ivoire, Uganda, Liberia, 
Ghana, Ecuador, and Indonesia. MAP promotes community health development 
through three core program areas: Neglected Tropical Diseases (leprosy, Buruli 
ulcer, Chagas, yaws, rabies, lymphatic filariasis, soil transmitted helminthiases, 
and Guinea worm); Maternal, Child Health and Protection; and Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene. The international staff works in partnerships with local churches, 
schools and the Ministries of Health in each country. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): 
People Served 618,948
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) are critical components of health in villages 
across the globe. Access to clean water is a basic human right and a foundation 
for improved health. Through latrines and hand washing stations, education and 
improved drinking water sources, MAP has helped improve the health conditions 
for many communities.

In Kenya, MAP staff worked with volunteers like Mama Alice Otieno so that three 
villages could be declared Open Defecation Free (ODF).  

Nana Frimpong, the chief of Kobedi community in Ghana, could not hide his joy at 
access to safe and potable water. His community recently installed a mechanized 
borehole for the community with help from MAP. Having access to clean water has 
helped students report to school on time since in the past the children walked as 
much as 30 minutes before they could have access to clean water. Also, members 
of the Kobedi community no longer suffer from infections related to water borne 
illnesses. Chief Frimpong said, “The Kobedi community will forever be indebted 
to MAP for providing us with clean water.”

Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs): 
People Served 732,019
Neglected Tropical Diseases affect more than one billion people worldwide. 
These diseases primarily affect people living in conditions of poverty with poor 
sanitation and limited access to clean water. Left untreated, these diseases can 
cause disfigurement and permanent disability. MAP works with partners, local 
Ministries of Health and communities to prevent and treat NTDs.

The World Health Organization reports thousands of Buruli ulcer cases each 
year. With 50% of Buruli ulcer victims under the age of 15, the disease is 
particularly heartbreaking. Erica Marfo, from Ghana, was six years old when 
she was diagnosed with Buruli ulcer. Thanks to MAP she was able to complete 
multi-drug therapy and receive a skin graft to repair damage from the disease. 
Erica is living a happy life now, and hopes to become a doctor in the future so 
she can help touch the lives of others living with disease. 

More than six million people worldwide are infected with Chagas, a life-
threatening disease discovered more than a century ago. Caused by a bug that 
lives in the walls of homes, this disease disproportionally affects lower-income 
families, primarily in Latin America. Hortensia Fuentes, from the Collpampa 

community in Bolivia, recently participated in a rapid test campaign hosted by 
MAP. Her test came back positive. Her first reaction was fear and confusion, but 
MAP staff members were there to provide her with immediate support. Frequent 
follow-up visits at her home have been conducted and she is already in her 
seventh week of treatment. MAP is now working to improve the conditions of her 
home to avoid reinfection.

Maternal and Child Health and Protection 
(MCHP): People Served 127,795 
MAP’s comprehensive approach to improving the lives of mothers and 
their children includes integrated care during pregnancy and after birth for 
mothers and their babies. MAP works with families to address traditional 
health concerns to reduce maternal and child mortality and morbidity as 
well as other social, economic, environmental, and emotional concerns that 
can impact the development and wellbeing of mothers and children.  MAP is 
dedicated to helping mothers give birth to healthy children who can thrive and 
reach their full potential. Dr. Jose Miguel Deangulo, Latin America Director for 
MAP said, “Learning to take care of the babies in a comprehensive way not 
only changes the history of that family, but the history of the community.” 

Maria Mamani from the Cochabamba community in Bolivia was scared and 
confused when she became pregnant at a young age. She had heard about 
MAP’s maternal and child health programs and became involved by attending 
prenatal care training and checkups. “The different things I learned and the self-
empowerment I was experiencing brought me hope and meaning in my life,” she 
said. Today, Maria is enjoying raising her healthy baby boy and still attending 
regular checkups and training that MAP staff provide. “I never thought that my 
life could be so joyful.” 

Other Health Promotion Activities:  
People Served 48,445
MAP’s community health development work also includes sustainable agriculture 
and food security, nutrition, education, and the provision of medicine. MAP’s 
participatory approach includes involving people and communities in the process 
of determining their own barriers to health and empowering them to address 
those barriers using their own unique gifts. 

MAP Indonesia works with fishermen who live in Hili Amonio, a sub-village of 
Baluta village. Ama Kanurnia Duha is one of the fishermen who received a gillnet 
and training to help him increase the number of fish he was able to catch and sell.  
Ama Karunia said, “The gillnet and training has really helped me catch more fish, 
now I have more fish to sell, and I am able to provide for my family.” Ama Karunia 
was able to sell his catch not only in his village, but expand to other villages in 
the area. He now earns more money so he can afford an education for his four 
children.  

Africa Services TOTAL: 1,456,157
•	Kenya: 48,749
•	Uganda: 36,034
•	Liberia: 279,764
•	Ghana: 37,877
•	Cote d’Ivoire: 1,053,733

Indonesia: 4,862

Latin America TOTAL: 66,188
•	Bolivia: 31,988
•	Ecuador: 34,200

Total People Served:
1,527,207

MAP Cote d’Ivoire

MAP Indonesia

MAP Ecuador

MAP Ghana

MAP Bolivia MAP Kenya

Total Number of People Served in MAP Country Offices:

“Joy to the World” is a wonderful, triumphant Christmas song familiar to most 

of us. And bringing joy during the Christmas season is what most of us hope 

to do for our friends and loved ones.  ✚  One way to spread joy during this 

season is with a gift that is not only uplifting to loved ones, but is life-changing 

and often life-saving to those living without access to medicine. You’ll find 
these gifts in MAP International’s Christmas Catalog. This year’s version 

includes the gifts of antibiotics, surgical supplies, clean water, and other 

critically-needed medicines and supplies.  ✚  To learn more about how 

you can give a gift of joy to not only those you love, but those in need 

around the world, visit map.org/catalog.  ✚

Give a Gift of Joy
FIND THE PERFECT PRESENT IN OUR 2018 CHRISTMAS CATALOG

Most Americans are well acquainted with 
amoxicillin, a common antibiotic used 
to treat bacterial infections. In fact, the 
pediatric formulation is one of the most 
often prescribed medicine for children in 
the U.S., since it is effective in treating ear 
infections, strep, pneumonia, and other 
common infectious diseases.

But in resource-poor countries, 
pediatric amoxicillin is either difficult to 
find or impossible to afford, except for 
the very wealthy. “Pediatric formulations 
of amoxicillin are not always available 
outside of the large cities or hospitals,” 
said Dr. Eduardo Gallo, who works in a 
rural area of Guatemala.

Dr. Yusimil Carrazana, who works 
among the urban poor in a Guatemala 
City, puts it even more starkly, “When 
my patients need pediatric amoxicillin, 
most can’t afford to pay for it. Our clinic 
cannot donate medicines to everyone 

so I have to go to many sources to find 
someone who is willing to provide it. It’s 
heartbreaking to make very sick patients 
wait for me to track down a source of 
medicine for them while they grow sicker 
every day.”

Fortunately, both doctors now have 
access to pediatric amoxicillin thanks to a 
partnership between MAP International 
and Food for the Poor and they are able 
to give the medicine free to patients who 
can’t afford it.

Lilliana Garcia, whose 8-year-old son 
is a patient of Dr. Carrazana’s, wept as she 
thanked donors for making the medicine 
available. “My son has been sick for three 
years with ear and throat infections,” she 
said. “He has already missed so much 
school. I love him so much and am so 
grateful to God and those who have 
made it possible for him to receive this 
medicine.”   ✚

the Urgent Need for 
Pediatric Antibiotics

MAP INTERNATIONAL AND FOOD FOR THE POOR PARTNERSHIP SAVES LIVES

Q:   Is there really a need 
for children’s antibiotics 
in the world?

A:   YES, antibiotics that are 
specifically formulated 
for children are some 
of the most needed 
medicines in the world, 
according to the World 
Health Organization. 

The lack of antibiotics leads to nearly 
13 million cases of untreated acute illnesses 
in children. Untreated pneumonia and 
sepsis alone account for over one million 
childhood deaths annually. 

MAP’s new Pediatric Antibiotic 
Initiative aims to reach children in 
high-need countries in Central and 
South America, Asia and Africa with 
life-changing antibiotics.

MAP is ideally positioned to effectively 
respond to the urgent need for pediatric 
antibiotics. With its long history of pro-
viding medications globally, decades of 
experience in supply chain, logistics and 
program management, and numerous 
partners on the ground, MAP is poised 
to have an immediate impact through its 
robust distribution network.

MAP is providing educational and 
awareness materials for the proper use and 
treatment with pediatric antibiotics to help 
preserve the vitality of these life-saving 
medicines for generations to come.  ✚

Ask Our 
CEO

MAP’S CEO STEVE STIRLING 
EXPLAINS OUR PEDIATRIC 

ANTIBIOTIC INITIATIVE

To learn more about MAP’s work 
to provide pediatric antibiotics, 

visit www.MAP.org/PAI

MAP International recently earned the 
2018 Platinum GuideStar Nonprofit 
Profile Seal of Transparency, the highest 
level of recognition offered by GuideStar, 
the world’s largest source of nonprofit 
information.

By sharing metrics that highlight the 
progress MAP is making toward its mission, 
the organization is helping donors move 
beyond simplistic ways of nonprofit 
evaluation. “In accordance with our long-
held belief in being transparent about our 
work,” said Steve Stirling, MAP International 
President, “we are excited to convey our 
organization’s results in a user-friendly and 
highly visual manner.”

Since MAP International was 
founded nearly 65 years ago, it has 
been known as an organization that 
delivers quality medicines to those in 
need with remarkably low overhead.

 In 2017, MAP impacted the lives of 
14.3 million people by providing millions 
of healing doses of medicines as well as 
much-needed health supplies to 93 
countries around the globe. MAP 
did this all with a staff of fewer 
than 50 people in the United 
States and 110 people inter-
nationally.

By updating the Guide-
Star Nonprofit Profile to the 
Platinum level, MAP can 
now easily share a wealth 
of up-to-date organization-
al metrics with supporters 
as well as GuideStar’s online 
audience. Visit www.map.
org/accountability for more 
information.  ✚

You can Trust MAP when you give!
MAP SCORES HIGH WITH TRANSPARENCY

MAP’s New Pediatric 
Antibiotics Initiative 
Saves Children’s Lives. 
Watch the video at 
www.map.org/pai 
and discover how 
YOU can help.

In 2017, MAP impacted the lives of 14.3 million people 
by providing millions of healing doses of medicines as well as 
much-needed health supplies to 93 countries around the globe. 

Dr. Yusimil Carrazana meets with a patient and her child near Guatemala City.
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Dear Friend,

If you saw a crying child, would you 
stop to help her? For most of us, the 
answer is, “Of course.”  It’s only natural 
to reach out to a vulnerable child.

When a team from MAP International 
took a trip to Guatemala recently, they 
met doctors who are confronted every 
day with children in need. Yet all too often 
these doctors are unable to help. Said Dr. 
Yusimil Carrazana, a doctor working in 
some of the poorest areas of Guatemala 
City, “It’s heartbreaking to not have medi-
cine to give to a sick child. To watch a child 
continue to suffer is just terrible.”

That’s why MAP International 
is working with partners to bring 
pediatric antibiotics to children who 
either lack access or can’t afford these 
life-saving medicines. 

More than 5,000 children die every 
day from preventable infectious diseases. 
These are the type of illnesses American 
children recover from routinely: strep 
throat, pneumonia, ear infections. But 
sadly, without antibiotics, they can result 
in long-term disabilities or even death 
when left untreated.

In this issue of the newsletter, you’ll 
read some of the inspiring stories of 
children—and families—whose lives 
have been changed by receiving these 
antibiotics. What truly inspires me is the 
potential of these children. One day they 
may grow up to change the world!

You’ll also read about the efforts to 
help the survivors of the Fuego volcano 
and how the MAP Disaster Health Kits that 
may have been packed by your church, 
school or company are now providing 
comfort and meeting health needs.

As the CEO of MAP International, we 
were recently honored with the 2018 
Human Excellence Award by the Hope 
Collaborative at Harvard University for 
our lifelong commitment to helping heal 
children around the world.

I was so touched by these kind words: 
“The 2018 Human Excellence Awards, 
given by the Hope Collaborative, are 
proud and excited to be honoring 
Steven Stirling. Steve sees the potential 
for greatness in every child, especially 
those with serious health needs who 
can easily be overlooked in societies 
without sufficient health care resources,” 
said Kevin Sheehan, Executive Director and 
Co-Founder, Hope Collaborative.

As you may know, because my 
family lacked access to a simple vaccine, 
I contracted polio as a child. While I am 
grateful for the wonderful life God has 
given me, it is more difficult every day 
because I cannot walk without the aid of 
braces and crutches.

I am deeply motivated by my own 
experience and my faith in God. I know 
that every child we save is loved by God 
and has potential to change the world. 

And I am deeply grateful that you 
share that vision and through your 
support, children all over the world are 
experiencing the gift of health. ✚

With deep gratitude,

 Steve Stirling 
President and CEO

If you would like Steve to share his 
story with your church or service club, 

please contact Rebekah Mobley via 
email RMobley@map.org or call her 

at 912-280-6601. 

“MAP provides exactly the sutures I need to perform surgery on medical missions,” said Dr. 

Sam. “I’m so grateful to have these high-quality sutures to use with patients like Chantal.”

Stories like these are why MAP exists—to bring hope and health to children like Chantal who 

otherwise would not have access to medical care. And to equip doctors like Dr. Sam and Dr. 

Tubasiime to treat people in some of the most remote parts of the world.

That’s why we are so grateful to have the support of friends like you. Your donation literally 

saves the lives of children like Chantal, whose families could not afford to pay for medicine or 

medical supplies.

Nearly every day we receive requests from doctors working with patients in some of the 

poorest regions of the world. Like Dr. Sam, they donate their time to serve on medical 

missions, but they need medicine and supplies to treat those in need.

Won’t you take a minute today to help provide the medicines and medical supplies they need 

for their important medical missions?

Your gift allows us to provide sutures, surgical gloves and other supplies for those in 

desperate need of life-saving surgeries. 

I am so very grateful that because of gifts like yours, sutures were available to help save the 

life of little Chantal. But so many more children and adults are waiting for help. 

Will you give a gift today that saves a life tomorrow?

On behalf of Chantal, her family, and the many others who are waiting for help, thank you for 

whatever you can give today.

With gratitude,

Steve Stirling

President and CEO

P.S. Please take a look at the enclosed map that shows all the countries where MAP is 

supplying medicines and medical supplies for medical missions. Then use the response 

card to send your gift to help others like Chantal. Or, if you prefer, give online at 

www.map.org/chantal. 

*Sutures are the sterile surgical material used to hold a wound or incision together.

MAP International

4700 Glynco Parkway

Brunswick, GA 31525

1-800-225-8550 ■  map.orgFor Credit Card Gifts: 

Here is my gift of: $ ______________________________    One time   Monthly

 Visa     MasterCard      Discover     American Express

Please print your name 

as it appears on your credit card: 
 

______________________________________________________________

Account Number: 

Expiration Date: 

 ______________________________
______________________________

 

Cardholder’s Signature (required): ___________________________________________________

Email address:
 

___________________________________________________

 I would like information about including MAP International in my estate plans.

Thank You! Your gift is tax deductible. 

Please charge my:

To give online using your credit card or PayPal go to: www.map.org/refugees

A1808T 

I want to pay by credit card. Here is my information:

Please print your name 

as it appears on your credit card: _______________________________________________________

Account Number: __________________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________

Cardholder’s Signature (required) _______________________________ Security Code: ____________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________

p I want to give a regular gift to MAP International. Please use the credit card information above  

 and schedule a monthly gift in the amount of $______________.

p I authorize my bank to transfer $________________ on the  p 5th or   p 20th of each month.  

 (Please enclose a check marked VOID from your bank account.)

 Signature:____________________________________________

To donate online, using a credit card or PayPal,  

go to www.map.org/chantal.  Questions? Call 1.800.225.8550. 

Thank you! Your gift is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

HURRY! Many are 
waiting on these 

life-saving supplies.

a Letter from the President
STEVE STIRLING  /  PRESIDENT & CEO
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Global Programs Update

MAP’s Global Programs 
In 2016, MAP’s community health development work reached more than 1.5 
million children and families in Bolivia, Kenya, Cote d’Ivoire, Uganda, Liberia, 
Ghana, Ecuador, and Indonesia. MAP promotes community health development 
through three core program areas: Neglected Tropical Diseases (leprosy, Buruli 
ulcer, Chagas, yaws, rabies, lymphatic filariasis, soil transmitted helminthiases, 
and Guinea worm); Maternal, Child Health and Protection; and Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene. The international staff works in partnerships with local churches, 
schools and the Ministries of Health in each country. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): 
People Served 618,948
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) are critical components of health in villages 
across the globe. Access to clean water is a basic human right and a foundation 
for improved health. Through latrines and hand washing stations, education and 
improved drinking water sources, MAP has helped improve the health conditions 
for many communities.

In Kenya, MAP staff worked with volunteers like Mama Alice Otieno so that three 
villages could be declared Open Defecation Free (ODF).  

Nana Frimpong, the chief of Kobedi community in Ghana, could not hide his joy at 
access to safe and potable water. His community recently installed a mechanized 
borehole for the community with help from MAP. Having access to clean water has 
helped students report to school on time since in the past the children walked as 
much as 30 minutes before they could have access to clean water. Also, members 
of the Kobedi community no longer suffer from infections related to water borne 
illnesses. Chief Frimpong said, “The Kobedi community will forever be indebted 
to MAP for providing us with clean water.”

Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs): 
People Served 732,019
Neglected Tropical Diseases affect more than one billion people worldwide. 
These diseases primarily affect people living in conditions of poverty with poor 
sanitation and limited access to clean water. Left untreated, these diseases can 
cause disfigurement and permanent disability. MAP works with partners, local 
Ministries of Health and communities to prevent and treat NTDs.

The World Health Organization reports thousands of Buruli ulcer cases each 
year. With 50% of Buruli ulcer victims under the age of 15, the disease is 
particularly heartbreaking. Erica Marfo, from Ghana, was six years old when 
she was diagnosed with Buruli ulcer. Thanks to MAP she was able to complete 
multi-drug therapy and receive a skin graft to repair damage from the disease. 
Erica is living a happy life now, and hopes to become a doctor in the future so 
she can help touch the lives of others living with disease. 

More than six million people worldwide are infected with Chagas, a life-
threatening disease discovered more than a century ago. Caused by a bug that 
lives in the walls of homes, this disease disproportionally affects lower-income 
families, primarily in Latin America. Hortensia Fuentes, from the Collpampa 

community in Bolivia, recently participated in a rapid test campaign hosted by 
MAP. Her test came back positive. Her first reaction was fear and confusion, but 
MAP staff members were there to provide her with immediate support. Frequent 
follow-up visits at her home have been conducted and she is already in her 
seventh week of treatment. MAP is now working to improve the conditions of her 
home to avoid reinfection.

Maternal and Child Health and Protection 
(MCHP): People Served 127,795 
MAP’s comprehensive approach to improving the lives of mothers and 
their children includes integrated care during pregnancy and after birth for 
mothers and their babies. MAP works with families to address traditional 
health concerns to reduce maternal and child mortality and morbidity as 
well as other social, economic, environmental, and emotional concerns that 
can impact the development and wellbeing of mothers and children.  MAP is 
dedicated to helping mothers give birth to healthy children who can thrive and 
reach their full potential. Dr. Jose Miguel Deangulo, Latin America Director for 
MAP said, “Learning to take care of the babies in a comprehensive way not 
only changes the history of that family, but the history of the community.” 

Maria Mamani from the Cochabamba community in Bolivia was scared and 
confused when she became pregnant at a young age. She had heard about 
MAP’s maternal and child health programs and became involved by attending 
prenatal care training and checkups. “The different things I learned and the self-
empowerment I was experiencing brought me hope and meaning in my life,” she 
said. Today, Maria is enjoying raising her healthy baby boy and still attending 
regular checkups and training that MAP staff provide. “I never thought that my 
life could be so joyful.” 

Other Health Promotion Activities:  
People Served 48,445
MAP’s community health development work also includes sustainable agriculture 
and food security, nutrition, education, and the provision of medicine. MAP’s 
participatory approach includes involving people and communities in the process 
of determining their own barriers to health and empowering them to address 
those barriers using their own unique gifts. 

MAP Indonesia works with fishermen who live in Hili Amonio, a sub-village of 
Baluta village. Ama Kanurnia Duha is one of the fishermen who received a gillnet 
and training to help him increase the number of fish he was able to catch and sell.  
Ama Karunia said, “The gillnet and training has really helped me catch more fish, 
now I have more fish to sell, and I am able to provide for my family.” Ama Karunia 
was able to sell his catch not only in his village, but expand to other villages in 
the area. He now earns more money so he can afford an education for his four 
children.  

Africa Services TOTAL: 1,456,157
•	Kenya: 48,749
•	Uganda: 36,034
•	Liberia: 279,764
•	Ghana: 37,877
•	Cote d’Ivoire: 1,053,733

Indonesia: 4,862

Latin America TOTAL: 66,188
•	Bolivia: 31,988
•	Ecuador: 34,200

Total People Served:
1,527,207

MAP Cote d’Ivoire

MAP Indonesia

MAP Ecuador

MAP Ghana

MAP Bolivia MAP Kenya

Total Number of People Served in MAP Country Offices:

“Joy to the World” is a wonderful, triumphant Christmas song familiar to most 

of us. And bringing joy during the Christmas season is what most of us hope 

to do for our friends and loved ones.  ✚  One way to spread joy during this 

season is with a gift that is not only uplifting to loved ones, but is life-changing 

and often life-saving to those living without access to medicine. You’ll find 
these gifts in MAP International’s Christmas Catalog. This year’s version 

includes the gifts of antibiotics, surgical supplies, clean water, and other 

critically-needed medicines and supplies.  ✚  To learn more about how 

you can give a gift of joy to not only those you love, but those in need 

around the world, visit map.org/catalog.  ✚

Give a Gift of Joy
FIND THE PERFECT PRESENT IN OUR 2018 CHRISTMAS CATALOG

Most Americans are well acquainted with 
amoxicillin, a common antibiotic used 
to treat bacterial infections. In fact, the 
pediatric formulation is one of the most 
often prescribed medicine for children in 
the U.S., since it is effective in treating ear 
infections, strep, pneumonia, and other 
common infectious diseases.

But in resource-poor countries, 
pediatric amoxicillin is either difficult to 
find or impossible to afford, except for 
the very wealthy. “Pediatric formulations 
of amoxicillin are not always available 
outside of the large cities or hospitals,” 
said Dr. Eduardo Gallo, who works in a 
rural area of Guatemala.

Dr. Yusimil Carrazana, who works 
among the urban poor in a Guatemala 
City, puts it even more starkly, “When 
my patients need pediatric amoxicillin, 
most can’t afford to pay for it. Our clinic 
cannot donate medicines to everyone 

so I have to go to many sources to find 
someone who is willing to provide it. It’s 
heartbreaking to make very sick patients 
wait for me to track down a source of 
medicine for them while they grow sicker 
every day.”

Fortunately, both doctors now have 
access to pediatric amoxicillin thanks to a 
partnership between MAP International 
and Food for the Poor and they are able 
to give the medicine free to patients who 
can’t afford it.

Lilliana Garcia, whose 8-year-old son 
is a patient of Dr. Carrazana’s, wept as she 
thanked donors for making the medicine 
available. “My son has been sick for three 
years with ear and throat infections,” she 
said. “He has already missed so much 
school. I love him so much and am so 
grateful to God and those who have 
made it possible for him to receive this 
medicine.”   ✚

the Urgent Need for 
Pediatric Antibiotics

MAP INTERNATIONAL AND FOOD FOR THE POOR PARTNERSHIP SAVES LIVES

Q:   Is there really a need 
for children’s antibiotics 
in the world?

A:   YES, antibiotics that are 
specifically formulated 
for children are some 
of the most needed 
medicines in the world, 
according to the World 
Health Organization. 

The lack of antibiotics leads to nearly 
13 million cases of untreated acute illnesses 
in children. Untreated pneumonia and 
sepsis alone account for over one million 
childhood deaths annually. 

MAP’s new Pediatric Antibiotic 
Initiative aims to reach children in 
high-need countries in Central and 
South America, Asia and Africa with 
life-changing antibiotics.

MAP is ideally positioned to effectively 
respond to the urgent need for pediatric 
antibiotics. With its long history of pro-
viding medications globally, decades of 
experience in supply chain, logistics and 
program management, and numerous 
partners on the ground, MAP is poised 
to have an immediate impact through its 
robust distribution network.

MAP is providing educational and 
awareness materials for the proper use and 
treatment with pediatric antibiotics to help 
preserve the vitality of these life-saving 
medicines for generations to come.  ✚

Ask Our 
CEO

MAP’S CEO STEVE STIRLING 
EXPLAINS OUR PEDIATRIC 

ANTIBIOTIC INITIATIVE

To learn more about MAP’s work 
to provide pediatric antibiotics, 

visit www.MAP.org/PAI

MAP International recently earned the 
2018 Platinum GuideStar Nonprofit 
Profile Seal of Transparency, the highest 
level of recognition offered by GuideStar, 
the world’s largest source of nonprofit 
information.

By sharing metrics that highlight the 
progress MAP is making toward its mission, 
the organization is helping donors move 
beyond simplistic ways of nonprofit 
evaluation. “In accordance with our long-
held belief in being transparent about our 
work,” said Steve Stirling, MAP International 
President, “we are excited to convey our 
organization’s results in a user-friendly and 
highly visual manner.”

Since MAP International was 
founded nearly 65 years ago, it has 
been known as an organization that 
delivers quality medicines to those in 
need with remarkably low overhead.

 In 2017, MAP impacted the lives of 
14.3 million people by providing millions 
of healing doses of medicines as well as 
much-needed health supplies to 93 
countries around the globe. MAP 
did this all with a staff of fewer 
than 50 people in the United 
States and 110 people inter-
nationally.

By updating the Guide-
Star Nonprofit Profile to the 
Platinum level, MAP can 
now easily share a wealth 
of up-to-date organization-
al metrics with supporters 
as well as GuideStar’s online 
audience. Visit www.map.
org/accountability for more 
information.  ✚

You can Trust MAP when you give!
MAP SCORES HIGH WITH TRANSPARENCY

MAP’s New Pediatric 
Antibiotics Initiative 
Saves Children’s Lives. 
Watch the video at 
www.map.org/pai 
and discover how 
YOU can help.

In 2017, MAP impacted the lives of 14.3 million people 
by providing millions of healing doses of medicines as well as 
much-needed health supplies to 93 countries around the globe. 

Dr. Yusimil Carrazana meets with a patient and her child near Guatemala City.
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Dulce Maria is an excellent student. 
She never misses school and at just 
10-years-old, she is mature beyond her 
years. That’s why it surprised her teacher 
when she had a hard time paying atten-
tion in class and began to rest her head 
on her desk.

Soon it became apparent that 
Dulce Maria was very ill.

“I touched her forehead and she was 
hot to the touch. She said her head and 
throat hurt,” said her teacher, Edna Galicia. 
“But despite her illness, she did not want 
to miss school.”

Dulce Maria lives in a rural area of 
the Guatemalan municipality of San 
Cristóbal Acasaguastlán. During the 
week, her mother works in a nearby town 

processing sugar cane, so she lives with 
her grandmother. But her grandmother 
has no cell phone and the nearest clinic is 
a three hour walk away. Her grandmother 
watched her growing more and more ill, 
but there was nothing she could do.

Finally, her teacher alerted Dr. Mayra 
Franco at the town clinic about Dulce 
Maria’s condition. Dr. Mayra, as she prefers 
to be called, spends most mornings in the 
clinic and then makes “house calls” during 
the afternoons to the citizens living in 
outlying rural areas. So Dr. Mayra made the 
long journey to check on Dulce Maria.

“When I examined her, it was clear 
she was very, very sick.,” says Dr. Mayra. 
“She had a severe case of strep throat that 
had gone untreated for quite a while.”  

Without treatment, strep can turn into 
rheumatic fever, causing long term 
damage to a child’s heart and lungs. 
It is the leading cause of heart damage 
for children in developing countries.

Fortunately, Dr. Mayra had recently 
received pediatric antibiotics from MAP 
International, in partnership with Food 
for the Poor. The antibiotics were exactly 
what she needed to help treat Dulce 
Maria’s condition.

“She started to feel better in just 
a few days,” says her grandmother. “I am 
so very grateful to God and those who 
made it possible for Dulce Maria to 
receive this free medicine,” she says.

“Many of us here are very poor,” she 
continued. “But we love our children and 
want the best lives for them. I am so glad 
that Dulce Marie feels better and can study 
again. She loves school.”

Recently Mayor Jeaneth Ordonoz 
visited Dulce Maria’s school. When the 
children were asked, “Who wants to be 
mayor one day?” Dulce Maria’s hand shot 
up and her eyes sparkled.

Thanks to the antibiotics you helped 
MAP supply, Dulce Maria may one day 
make her dream come true.  ✚

Photo: MAP/Scott Carey

MAP International is a Christian organization providing 
life-changing medicines and health supplies to people in need. 

A Quarterly Report to the 
Friends of MAP International

a Gift of Health for 
a Gifted Student

HOW YOUR GENEROSITY HELPS TO SPREAD HOPE

As parishioners filed out of the morning 
church service in Escuintla, Guatemala, 
on a warm June day, some were com-
plaining. Why did they have to keep 
sitting in plastic chairs? 

Their beautiful church had no pews 
and their priest stubbornly refused to add 
them. True, pews would obscure the cross 
mosaic in the floor, but it seemed like a 
small trade off compared to the comfort 
of the parishioners.

Over lunch, families and friends caught 
up on news and enjoyed a long, leisurely 
meal. As was their custom, most would 
return to the church again for an early 
evening service. But when they left the 

restaurant and went out to their cars, they 
were surprised to see a layer of ash all over 
their vehicles.

The nearby Fuego volcano occasional-
ly spewed ash, but not like this. The gritty 
sand-like substance had to be hosed off 
the cars or it would scratch the paint and 
even the windows. On that day there was 
so much of it that It took several attempts 
to get their cars cleaned off so they could 
return to church.

When they went back to church and 
opened the doors they were shocked: The 
entire church was full of people, covered 
in ash and many bleeding from injuries. 
They had fled when the Fuego volcano 
had erupted and sought refuge in the first 
church they found.

More than 430 people were crowded 
into their church, desperately seeking 
shelter and help.

“It took us a moment to understand 
what had happened,” said Maria Claudia 
de Hegel, a member of the church. “Then 
we all went to work, helping people and 
doing what we could.”

They called for medical personnel to 
come to the church to treat the worst 
victims, then they helped the others clean 
the ash off and find new clothes and a 
place to sleep. They lined up mattresses 
on the floor of the church.

“At some point it occurred to us that 
if we had pews in our church we wouldn’t 

have been able to shelter all these people 
and make a place for them to sleep,” said 
Maria. “That was the FIRST MIRACLE!" 

The SECOND MIRACLE occurred 
when Chef Julio Cano arrived at the 
church with a truck full of food. An event 
he was catering had been cancelled due 
to the ash from the volcanic eruption, so 
he brought gourmet meals to feed both 
volcano victims and volunteers.

The next day he returned to help 
organize a kitchen to feed the people. 
And then he quit his job and stayed to 
work free. “We couldn’t believe it,” said 
Maria. “This incredible chef just decided 
to quit his job to help feed the victims 
and the volunteers who were helping.”

A THIRD MIRACLE became 
apparent soon after. The state had 
recently required the church to add 
more bathrooms to accommodate their 
growing congregation. “We thought it 
was ridiculous that we were required to 
have 16 toilets for our church. It seemed 
like such a waste. But thank God we had 
them when all of these people came to 
our church!” said Maria.  In the following 
days a construction company donated 
the labor and materials to build outdoor 
showers, a water holding tank and other 
facilities to help the volcano refugees.

After weeks in the church, the state 
finally opened an official shelter, and the 
people moved out of the church into 
temporary housing, where they remain. 
And to this day, Chef Cano still cooks 
meals for the volunteers who go to the 
shelter daily to help in whatever way 
they can.

Recently a team from MAP Internation-
al delivered Disaster Health Kits (DHKs) to 
the shelter to help provide comfort and 
meet the health needs of the those still 
struggling to recover from the volcano. 
Said Maria, “The volcano is no longer in 
the headlines, but people continue to 
suffer. We are grateful that we are able to 
help them in any way. And we are grateful 
that our faith has grown as God has 
taught us many lessons about faith.” ✚

Lessons 
of Faith in the 

Midst of a 
Diaster
THE FUEGO VOLCANO AND 

HOW GOD USED THE THREE MIRACLES 
TO TEACH LESSONS OF FAITH

Edna Paz, her husband and five children, 
live in a poor rural area of Guatemala. 
Unemployment is high and her husband 
works whenever he can find an odd 
job. Edna feels fortunate to have regular 
employment as a domestic worker. She 
earns about $13/week—the only regular 
income her family can expect.

But recently Edna had to miss work 
and risk losing her job because her 
daughter, Karen, was seriously ill. Just 
six-years-old, Karen loves school and 
continued going to classes even when 
she had a fever. But every day she became 
more ill. Her head hurt and her ear ached 
so much that she cried out in her sleep.

One day she woke up with blood 
coming from her ear. Edna knew Karen 
needed help. But she also knew she didn’t 
have the money to pay for medicine. 
Finally, she hired someone to drive 
her to the closest clinic, nearly an hour 
away, praying she would find help for 
her daughter. She also prayed that she 
wouldn’t lose her job.

At the clinic, Dr. Mayra Franco 
examined Karen. “She had a very serious 
ear infection,” said Dr. Mayra. “Left untreat-
ed she would have likely lost her hearing 
and possibly even her life.”

Fortunately, because of the support of 
friends like you, MAP was able to provide 

pediatric amoxicillin to the clinic for 
patients like Karen.

Edna was thrilled that Karen 
would get help and that the 
medicine was free. “We do not have 
much money,” said Edna. “I love my 
children and want the best for them. 
It was so wonderful to get medicine. 
I thank God and I thank the people 
who made this possible,” she says.

After just four days Karen was fully 
recovered. She was back in school and 
thriving. And Edna was able to return to 
work, a blessing for the entire family.  ✚

God has not Forgotten Us
MEDICINE SHOULD GO TO THE NEEDY, NOT JUST THE WEALTHY

Dulce Maria is happy to feel well again and to be back in school with her friends.

Dulce Maria meets with Mayor Jeaneth Ordonoz.

Fall 2018  /  Volume 42

Survivors of the Fuego Volcano eruption fill the church in Escintla, Guatemala.

Edna Paz, strokes her Karen’s hair. Both are grateful to have MAP’s antibiotics to help Karen recover from her illness.
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Dulce Maria is an excellent student. 
She never misses school and at just 
10-years-old, she is mature beyond her 
years. That’s why it surprised her teacher 
when she had a hard time paying atten-
tion in class and began to rest her head 
on her desk.

Soon it became apparent that 
Dulce Maria was very ill.

“I touched her forehead and she was 
hot to the touch. She said her head and 
throat hurt,” said her teacher, Edna Galicia. 
“But despite her illness, she did not want 
to miss school.”

Dulce Maria lives in a rural area of 
the Guatemalan municipality of San 
Cristóbal Acasaguastlán. During the 
week, her mother works in a nearby town 

processing sugar cane, so she lives with 
her grandmother. But her grandmother 
has no cell phone and the nearest clinic is 
a three hour walk away. Her grandmother 
watched her growing more and more ill, 
but there was nothing she could do.

Finally, her teacher alerted Dr. Mayra 
Franco at the town clinic about Dulce 
Maria’s condition. Dr. Mayra, as she prefers 
to be called, spends most mornings in the 
clinic and then makes “house calls” during 
the afternoons to the citizens living in 
outlying rural areas. So Dr. Mayra made the 
long journey to check on Dulce Maria.

“When I examined her, it was clear 
she was very, very sick.,” says Dr. Mayra. 
“She had a severe case of strep throat that 
had gone untreated for quite a while.”  

Without treatment, strep can turn into 
rheumatic fever, causing long term 
damage to a child’s heart and lungs. 
It is the leading cause of heart damage 
for children in developing countries.

Fortunately, Dr. Mayra had recently 
received pediatric antibiotics from MAP 
International, in partnership with Food 
for the Poor. The antibiotics were exactly 
what she needed to help treat Dulce 
Maria’s condition.

“She started to feel better in just 
a few days,” says her grandmother. “I am 
so very grateful to God and those who 
made it possible for Dulce Maria to 
receive this free medicine,” she says.

“Many of us here are very poor,” she 
continued. “But we love our children and 
want the best lives for them. I am so glad 
that Dulce Marie feels better and can study 
again. She loves school.”

Recently Mayor Jeaneth Ordonoz 
visited Dulce Maria’s school. When the 
children were asked, “Who wants to be 
mayor one day?” Dulce Maria’s hand shot 
up and her eyes sparkled.

Thanks to the antibiotics you helped 
MAP supply, Dulce Maria may one day 
make her dream come true.  ✚

Photo: MAP/Scott Carey

MAP International is a Christian organization providing 
life-changing medicines and health supplies to people in need. 

A Quarterly Report to the 
Friends of MAP International

a Gift of Health for 
a Gifted Student

HOW YOUR GENEROSITY HELPS TO SPREAD HOPE

As parishioners filed out of the morning 
church service in Escuintla, Guatemala, 
on a warm June day, some were com-
plaining. Why did they have to keep 
sitting in plastic chairs? 

Their beautiful church had no pews 
and their priest stubbornly refused to add 
them. True, pews would obscure the cross 
mosaic in the floor, but it seemed like a 
small trade off compared to the comfort 
of the parishioners.

Over lunch, families and friends caught 
up on news and enjoyed a long, leisurely 
meal. As was their custom, most would 
return to the church again for an early 
evening service. But when they left the 

restaurant and went out to their cars, they 
were surprised to see a layer of ash all over 
their vehicles.

The nearby Fuego volcano occasional-
ly spewed ash, but not like this. The gritty 
sand-like substance had to be hosed off 
the cars or it would scratch the paint and 
even the windows. On that day there was 
so much of it that It took several attempts 
to get their cars cleaned off so they could 
return to church.

When they went back to church and 
opened the doors they were shocked: The 
entire church was full of people, covered 
in ash and many bleeding from injuries. 
They had fled when the Fuego volcano 
had erupted and sought refuge in the first 
church they found.

More than 430 people were crowded 
into their church, desperately seeking 
shelter and help.

“It took us a moment to understand 
what had happened,” said Maria Claudia 
de Hegel, a member of the church. “Then 
we all went to work, helping people and 
doing what we could.”

They called for medical personnel to 
come to the church to treat the worst 
victims, then they helped the others clean 
the ash off and find new clothes and a 
place to sleep. They lined up mattresses 
on the floor of the church.

“At some point it occurred to us that 
if we had pews in our church we wouldn’t 

have been able to shelter all these people 
and make a place for them to sleep,” said 
Maria. “That was the FIRST MIRACLE!" 

The SECOND MIRACLE occurred 
when Chef Julio Cano arrived at the 
church with a truck full of food. An event 
he was catering had been cancelled due 
to the ash from the volcanic eruption, so 
he brought gourmet meals to feed both 
volcano victims and volunteers.

The next day he returned to help 
organize a kitchen to feed the people. 
And then he quit his job and stayed to 
work free. “We couldn’t believe it,” said 
Maria. “This incredible chef just decided 
to quit his job to help feed the victims 
and the volunteers who were helping.”

A THIRD MIRACLE became 
apparent soon after. The state had 
recently required the church to add 
more bathrooms to accommodate their 
growing congregation. “We thought it 
was ridiculous that we were required to 
have 16 toilets for our church. It seemed 
like such a waste. But thank God we had 
them when all of these people came to 
our church!” said Maria.  In the following 
days a construction company donated 
the labor and materials to build outdoor 
showers, a water holding tank and other 
facilities to help the volcano refugees.

After weeks in the church, the state 
finally opened an official shelter, and the 
people moved out of the church into 
temporary housing, where they remain. 
And to this day, Chef Cano still cooks 
meals for the volunteers who go to the 
shelter daily to help in whatever way 
they can.

Recently a team from MAP Internation-
al delivered Disaster Health Kits (DHKs) to 
the shelter to help provide comfort and 
meet the health needs of the those still 
struggling to recover from the volcano. 
Said Maria, “The volcano is no longer in 
the headlines, but people continue to 
suffer. We are grateful that we are able to 
help them in any way. And we are grateful 
that our faith has grown as God has 
taught us many lessons about faith.” ✚

Lessons 
of Faith in the 

Midst of a 
Diaster
THE FUEGO VOLCANO AND 

HOW GOD USED THE THREE MIRACLES 
TO TEACH LESSONS OF FAITH

Edna Paz, her husband and five children, 
live in a poor rural area of Guatemala. 
Unemployment is high and her husband 
works whenever he can find an odd 
job. Edna feels fortunate to have regular 
employment as a domestic worker. She 
earns about $13/week—the only regular 
income her family can expect.

But recently Edna had to miss work 
and risk losing her job because her 
daughter, Karen, was seriously ill. Just 
six-years-old, Karen loves school and 
continued going to classes even when 
she had a fever. But every day she became 
more ill. Her head hurt and her ear ached 
so much that she cried out in her sleep.

One day she woke up with blood 
coming from her ear. Edna knew Karen 
needed help. But she also knew she didn’t 
have the money to pay for medicine. 
Finally, she hired someone to drive 
her to the closest clinic, nearly an hour 
away, praying she would find help for 
her daughter. She also prayed that she 
wouldn’t lose her job.

At the clinic, Dr. Mayra Franco 
examined Karen. “She had a very serious 
ear infection,” said Dr. Mayra. “Left untreat-
ed she would have likely lost her hearing 
and possibly even her life.”

Fortunately, because of the support of 
friends like you, MAP was able to provide 

pediatric amoxicillin to the clinic for 
patients like Karen.

Edna was thrilled that Karen 
would get help and that the 
medicine was free. “We do not have 
much money,” said Edna. “I love my 
children and want the best for them. 
It was so wonderful to get medicine. 
I thank God and I thank the people 
who made this possible,” she says.

After just four days Karen was fully 
recovered. She was back in school and 
thriving. And Edna was able to return to 
work, a blessing for the entire family.  ✚

God has not Forgotten Us
MEDICINE SHOULD GO TO THE NEEDY, NOT JUST THE WEALTHY

Dulce Maria is happy to feel well again and to be back in school with her friends.

Dulce Maria meets with Mayor Jeaneth Ordonoz.
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Survivors of the Fuego Volcano eruption fill the church in Escintla, Guatemala.

Edna Paz, strokes her Karen’s hair. Both are grateful to have MAP’s antibiotics to help Karen recover from her illness.
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Dear Friend,

If you saw a crying child, would you 
stop to help her? For most of us, the 
answer is, “Of course.”  It’s only natural 
to reach out to a vulnerable child.

When a team from MAP International 
took a trip to Guatemala recently, they 
met doctors who are confronted every 
day with children in need. Yet all too often 
these doctors are unable to help. Said Dr. 
Yusimil Carrazana, a doctor working in 
some of the poorest areas of Guatemala 
City, “It’s heartbreaking to not have medi-
cine to give to a sick child. To watch a child 
continue to suffer is just terrible.”

That’s why MAP International 
is working with partners to bring 
pediatric antibiotics to children who 
either lack access or can’t afford these 
life-saving medicines. 

More than 5,000 children die every 
day from preventable infectious diseases. 
These are the type of illnesses American 
children recover from routinely: strep 
throat, pneumonia, ear infections. But 
sadly, without antibiotics, they can result 
in long-term disabilities or even death 
when left untreated.

In this issue of the newsletter, you’ll 
read some of the inspiring stories of 
children—and families—whose lives 
have been changed by receiving these 
antibiotics. What truly inspires me is the 
potential of these children. One day they 
may grow up to change the world!

You’ll also read about the efforts to 
help the survivors of the Fuego volcano 
and how the MAP Disaster Health Kits that 
may have been packed by your church, 
school or company are now providing 
comfort and meeting health needs.

As the CEO of MAP International, we 
were recently honored with the 2018 
Human Excellence Award by the Hope 
Collaborative at Harvard University for 
our lifelong commitment to helping heal 
children around the world.

I was so touched by these kind words: 
“The 2018 Human Excellence Awards, 
given by the Hope Collaborative, are 
proud and excited to be honoring 
Steven Stirling. Steve sees the potential 
for greatness in every child, especially 
those with serious health needs who 
can easily be overlooked in societies 
without sufficient health care resources,” 
said Kevin Sheehan, Executive Director and 
Co-Founder, Hope Collaborative.

As you may know, because my 
family lacked access to a simple vaccine, 
I contracted polio as a child. While I am 
grateful for the wonderful life God has 
given me, it is more difficult every day 
because I cannot walk without the aid of 
braces and crutches.

I am deeply motivated by my own 
experience and my faith in God. I know 
that every child we save is loved by God 
and has potential to change the world. 

And I am deeply grateful that you 
share that vision and through your 
support, children all over the world are 
experiencing the gift of health. ✚

With deep gratitude,

 Steve Stirling 
President and CEO

If you would like Steve to share his 
story with your church or service club, 

please contact Rebekah Mobley via 
email RMobley@map.org or call her 

at 912-280-6601. 

“MAP provides exactly the sutures I need to perform surgery on medical missions,” said Dr. 

Sam. “I’m so grateful to have these high-quality sutures to use with patients like Chantal.”

Stories like these are why MAP exists—to bring hope and health to children like Chantal who 

otherwise would not have access to medical care. And to equip doctors like Dr. Sam and Dr. 

Tubasiime to treat people in some of the most remote parts of the world.

That’s why we are so grateful to have the support of friends like you. Your donation literally 

saves the lives of children like Chantal, whose families could not afford to pay for medicine or 

medical supplies.

Nearly every day we receive requests from doctors working with patients in some of the 

poorest regions of the world. Like Dr. Sam, they donate their time to serve on medical 

missions, but they need medicine and supplies to treat those in need.

Won’t you take a minute today to help provide the medicines and medical supplies they need 

for their important medical missions?

Your gift allows us to provide sutures, surgical gloves and other supplies for those in 

desperate need of life-saving surgeries. 

I am so very grateful that because of gifts like yours, sutures were available to help save the 

life of little Chantal. But so many more children and adults are waiting for help. 

Will you give a gift today that saves a life tomorrow?

On behalf of Chantal, her family, and the many others who are waiting for help, thank you for 

whatever you can give today.

With gratitude,

Steve Stirling

President and CEO

P.S. Please take a look at the enclosed map that shows all the countries where MAP is 

supplying medicines and medical supplies for medical missions. Then use the response 

card to send your gift to help others like Chantal. Or, if you prefer, give online at 

www.map.org/chantal. 

*Sutures are the sterile surgical material used to hold a wound or incision together.

MAP International

4700 Glynco Parkway

Brunswick, GA 31525

1-800-225-8550 ■  map.orgFor Credit Card Gifts: 

Here is my gift of: $ ______________________________    One time   Monthly

 Visa     MasterCard      Discover     American Express

Please print your name 

as it appears on your credit card: 
 

______________________________________________________________

Account Number: 

Expiration Date: 

 ______________________________
______________________________

 

Cardholder’s Signature (required): ___________________________________________________

Email address:
 

___________________________________________________

 I would like information about including MAP International in my estate plans.

Thank You! Your gift is tax deductible. 

Please charge my:

To give online using your credit card or PayPal go to: www.map.org/refugees

A1808T 

I want to pay by credit card. Here is my information:

Please print your name 

as it appears on your credit card: _______________________________________________________

Account Number: __________________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________

Cardholder’s Signature (required) _______________________________ Security Code: ____________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________

p I want to give a regular gift to MAP International. Please use the credit card information above  

 and schedule a monthly gift in the amount of $______________.

p I authorize my bank to transfer $________________ on the  p 5th or   p 20th of each month.  

 (Please enclose a check marked VOID from your bank account.)

 Signature:____________________________________________

To donate online, using a credit card or PayPal,  

go to www.map.org/chantal.  Questions? Call 1.800.225.8550. 

Thank you! Your gift is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

HURRY! Many are 
waiting on these 

life-saving supplies.

a Letter from the President
STEVE STIRLING  /  PRESIDENT & CEO
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Global Programs Update

MAP’s Global Programs 
In 2016, MAP’s community health development work reached more than 1.5 
million children and families in Bolivia, Kenya, Cote d’Ivoire, Uganda, Liberia, 
Ghana, Ecuador, and Indonesia. MAP promotes community health development 
through three core program areas: Neglected Tropical Diseases (leprosy, Buruli 
ulcer, Chagas, yaws, rabies, lymphatic filariasis, soil transmitted helminthiases, 
and Guinea worm); Maternal, Child Health and Protection; and Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene. The international staff works in partnerships with local churches, 
schools and the Ministries of Health in each country. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): 
People Served 618,948
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) are critical components of health in villages 
across the globe. Access to clean water is a basic human right and a foundation 
for improved health. Through latrines and hand washing stations, education and 
improved drinking water sources, MAP has helped improve the health conditions 
for many communities.

In Kenya, MAP staff worked with volunteers like Mama Alice Otieno so that three 
villages could be declared Open Defecation Free (ODF).  

Nana Frimpong, the chief of Kobedi community in Ghana, could not hide his joy at 
access to safe and potable water. His community recently installed a mechanized 
borehole for the community with help from MAP. Having access to clean water has 
helped students report to school on time since in the past the children walked as 
much as 30 minutes before they could have access to clean water. Also, members 
of the Kobedi community no longer suffer from infections related to water borne 
illnesses. Chief Frimpong said, “The Kobedi community will forever be indebted 
to MAP for providing us with clean water.”

Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs): 
People Served 732,019
Neglected Tropical Diseases affect more than one billion people worldwide. 
These diseases primarily affect people living in conditions of poverty with poor 
sanitation and limited access to clean water. Left untreated, these diseases can 
cause disfigurement and permanent disability. MAP works with partners, local 
Ministries of Health and communities to prevent and treat NTDs.

The World Health Organization reports thousands of Buruli ulcer cases each 
year. With 50% of Buruli ulcer victims under the age of 15, the disease is 
particularly heartbreaking. Erica Marfo, from Ghana, was six years old when 
she was diagnosed with Buruli ulcer. Thanks to MAP she was able to complete 
multi-drug therapy and receive a skin graft to repair damage from the disease. 
Erica is living a happy life now, and hopes to become a doctor in the future so 
she can help touch the lives of others living with disease. 

More than six million people worldwide are infected with Chagas, a life-
threatening disease discovered more than a century ago. Caused by a bug that 
lives in the walls of homes, this disease disproportionally affects lower-income 
families, primarily in Latin America. Hortensia Fuentes, from the Collpampa 

community in Bolivia, recently participated in a rapid test campaign hosted by 
MAP. Her test came back positive. Her first reaction was fear and confusion, but 
MAP staff members were there to provide her with immediate support. Frequent 
follow-up visits at her home have been conducted and she is already in her 
seventh week of treatment. MAP is now working to improve the conditions of her 
home to avoid reinfection.

Maternal and Child Health and Protection 
(MCHP): People Served 127,795 
MAP’s comprehensive approach to improving the lives of mothers and 
their children includes integrated care during pregnancy and after birth for 
mothers and their babies. MAP works with families to address traditional 
health concerns to reduce maternal and child mortality and morbidity as 
well as other social, economic, environmental, and emotional concerns that 
can impact the development and wellbeing of mothers and children.  MAP is 
dedicated to helping mothers give birth to healthy children who can thrive and 
reach their full potential. Dr. Jose Miguel Deangulo, Latin America Director for 
MAP said, “Learning to take care of the babies in a comprehensive way not 
only changes the history of that family, but the history of the community.” 

Maria Mamani from the Cochabamba community in Bolivia was scared and 
confused when she became pregnant at a young age. She had heard about 
MAP’s maternal and child health programs and became involved by attending 
prenatal care training and checkups. “The different things I learned and the self-
empowerment I was experiencing brought me hope and meaning in my life,” she 
said. Today, Maria is enjoying raising her healthy baby boy and still attending 
regular checkups and training that MAP staff provide. “I never thought that my 
life could be so joyful.” 

Other Health Promotion Activities:  
People Served 48,445
MAP’s community health development work also includes sustainable agriculture 
and food security, nutrition, education, and the provision of medicine. MAP’s 
participatory approach includes involving people and communities in the process 
of determining their own barriers to health and empowering them to address 
those barriers using their own unique gifts. 

MAP Indonesia works with fishermen who live in Hili Amonio, a sub-village of 
Baluta village. Ama Kanurnia Duha is one of the fishermen who received a gillnet 
and training to help him increase the number of fish he was able to catch and sell.  
Ama Karunia said, “The gillnet and training has really helped me catch more fish, 
now I have more fish to sell, and I am able to provide for my family.” Ama Karunia 
was able to sell his catch not only in his village, but expand to other villages in 
the area. He now earns more money so he can afford an education for his four 
children.  

Africa Services TOTAL: 1,456,157
•	Kenya: 48,749
•	Uganda: 36,034
•	Liberia: 279,764
•	Ghana: 37,877
•	Cote d’Ivoire: 1,053,733

Indonesia: 4,862

Latin America TOTAL: 66,188
•	Bolivia: 31,988
•	Ecuador: 34,200

Total People Served:
1,527,207

MAP Cote d’Ivoire

MAP Indonesia

MAP Ecuador

MAP Ghana

MAP Bolivia MAP Kenya

Total Number of People Served in MAP Country Offices:

“Joy to the World” is a wonderful, triumphant Christmas song familiar to most 

of us. And bringing joy during the Christmas season is what most of us hope 

to do for our friends and loved ones.  ✚  One way to spread joy during this 

season is with a gift that is not only uplifting to loved ones, but is life-changing 

and often life-saving to those living without access to medicine. You’ll find 
these gifts in MAP International’s Christmas Catalog. This year’s version 

includes the gifts of antibiotics, surgical supplies, clean water, and other 

critically-needed medicines and supplies.  ✚  To learn more about how 

you can give a gift of joy to not only those you love, but those in need 

around the world, visit map.org/catalog.  ✚

Give a Gift of Joy
FIND THE PERFECT PRESENT IN OUR 2018 CHRISTMAS CATALOG

Most Americans are well acquainted with 
amoxicillin, a common antibiotic used 
to treat bacterial infections. In fact, the 
pediatric formulation is one of the most 
often prescribed medicine for children in 
the U.S., since it is effective in treating ear 
infections, strep, pneumonia, and other 
common infectious diseases.

But in resource-poor countries, 
pediatric amoxicillin is either difficult to 
find or impossible to afford, except for 
the very wealthy. “Pediatric formulations 
of amoxicillin are not always available 
outside of the large cities or hospitals,” 
said Dr. Eduardo Gallo, who works in a 
rural area of Guatemala.

Dr. Yusimil Carrazana, who works 
among the urban poor in a Guatemala 
City, puts it even more starkly, “When 
my patients need pediatric amoxicillin, 
most can’t afford to pay for it. Our clinic 
cannot donate medicines to everyone 

so I have to go to many sources to find 
someone who is willing to provide it. It’s 
heartbreaking to make very sick patients 
wait for me to track down a source of 
medicine for them while they grow sicker 
every day.”

Fortunately, both doctors now have 
access to pediatric amoxicillin thanks to a 
partnership between MAP International 
and Food for the Poor and they are able 
to give the medicine free to patients who 
can’t afford it.

Lilliana Garcia, whose 8-year-old son 
is a patient of Dr. Carrazana’s, wept as she 
thanked donors for making the medicine 
available. “My son has been sick for three 
years with ear and throat infections,” she 
said. “He has already missed so much 
school. I love him so much and am so 
grateful to God and those who have 
made it possible for him to receive this 
medicine.”   ✚

the Urgent Need for 
Pediatric Antibiotics

MAP INTERNATIONAL AND FOOD FOR THE POOR PARTNERSHIP SAVES LIVES

Q:   Is there really a need 
for children’s antibiotics 
in the world?

A:   YES, antibiotics that are 
specifically formulated 
for children are some 
of the most needed 
medicines in the world, 
according to the World 
Health Organization. 

The lack of antibiotics leads to nearly 
13 million cases of untreated acute illnesses 
in children. Untreated pneumonia and 
sepsis alone account for over one million 
childhood deaths annually. 

MAP’s new Pediatric Antibiotic 
Initiative aims to reach children in 
high-need countries in Central and 
South America, Asia and Africa with 
life-changing antibiotics.

MAP is ideally positioned to effectively 
respond to the urgent need for pediatric 
antibiotics. With its long history of pro-
viding medications globally, decades of 
experience in supply chain, logistics and 
program management, and numerous 
partners on the ground, MAP is poised 
to have an immediate impact through its 
robust distribution network.

MAP is providing educational and 
awareness materials for the proper use and 
treatment with pediatric antibiotics to help 
preserve the vitality of these life-saving 
medicines for generations to come.  ✚

Ask Our 
CEO

MAP’S CEO STEVE STIRLING 
EXPLAINS OUR PEDIATRIC 

ANTIBIOTIC INITIATIVE

To learn more about MAP’s work 
to provide pediatric antibiotics, 

visit www.MAP.org/PAI

MAP International recently earned the 
2018 Platinum GuideStar Nonprofit 
Profile Seal of Transparency, the highest 
level of recognition offered by GuideStar, 
the world’s largest source of nonprofit 
information.

By sharing metrics that highlight the 
progress MAP is making toward its mission, 
the organization is helping donors move 
beyond simplistic ways of nonprofit 
evaluation. “In accordance with our long-
held belief in being transparent about our 
work,” said Steve Stirling, MAP International 
President, “we are excited to convey our 
organization’s results in a user-friendly and 
highly visual manner.”

Since MAP International was 
founded nearly 65 years ago, it has 
been known as an organization that 
delivers quality medicines to those in 
need with remarkably low overhead.

 In 2017, MAP impacted the lives of 
14.3 million people by providing millions 
of healing doses of medicines as well as 
much-needed health supplies to 93 
countries around the globe. MAP 
did this all with a staff of fewer 
than 50 people in the United 
States and 110 people inter-
nationally.

By updating the Guide-
Star Nonprofit Profile to the 
Platinum level, MAP can 
now easily share a wealth 
of up-to-date organization-
al metrics with supporters 
as well as GuideStar’s online 
audience. Visit www.map.
org/accountability for more 
information.  ✚

You can Trust MAP when you give!
MAP SCORES HIGH WITH TRANSPARENCY

MAP’s New Pediatric 
Antibiotics Initiative 
Saves Children’s Lives. 
Watch the video at 
www.map.org/pai 
and discover how 
YOU can help.

In 2017, MAP impacted the lives of 14.3 million people 
by providing millions of healing doses of medicines as well as 
much-needed health supplies to 93 countries around the globe. 

Dr. Yusimil Carrazana meets with a patient and her child near Guatemala City.
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